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The 7 Receive Award at the 25th National Space Symposium for Being 1st

Next

the 25th
National
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Space
Symposium
in

Colorado
Springs,
Colorado,
China's
Shenzhou
7 Manned
Space Flight Team, which packed a number of "firsts" for the Chinese space program into

a single mission, will receive the 2009 Space Achievement Award. This honor will take place

during the opening ceremony of the National Space Symposium.

A delegation from China led by Dr. Zhou Jianping, chief designer of the China Manned Space
Program, and including Taikonaut Zhai Zhigang will accept the award. In addition, Dr. Zhou will
participate in the symposium's International Space Agencies Look to The Next Space Age
panel discussion on April 2 where he will discuss China's current and future plans for manned

space flight.

"The Shenzhou 7 mission was a significant leap ahead for China's space program,"” said Elliot
Pulham, chief executive officer of the Space Foundation. "In only its third manned mission,
China achieved a half-dozen landmark accomplishments, including the flight of a three-
person crew, an impressive first space walk and capabilities for orbital rendezvous and
docking. The Shenzhou 7 Mission demonstrated both modern technical capability and the good

old-fashioned spirit of exploration."

Launched
September
25, 2008,
Shenzhou
7 was
China's
third
manned
mission
and first
three-man

mission.



Taikonaut
Zhai performed a 20-minute spacewalk, making China only the third nation to
independently carry out a spacewalk. The crew conducted a number of experiments, including
releasing a miniaturized satellite that took photos and videos near the spacecraft,
maneuvered to about 120 miles away and then returned to orbit the spacecraft after the return
module had separated and re-entered the atmosphere. A virtual image of an astronaut
spacewalking outside the Shenzhou VII spaceship. (Photo: Chinadaily.com)

The Space Achievement Award is presented annually to an individual or organization for
significant contributions in advancing the exploration, development, or utilization of
space. Previous recipients include the United States Air Force; Bigelow Aerospace; the Titan
Launch Vehicle Team; the Inertial Upper Stage Team; the SpaceShipOne Team; the
Arianespace-CNES Ariane 4 Launch Team; the Hubble Space Telescope Team;
NASA/Industry Galileo Space probe team and the men and women of United States Space
Command; the International Space Station Team; Gen Thomas S. Moorman, Jr., USAF
(Retired); and Capt. James Lovell, USN (Retired).

The Space Foundation's 25th
National Space Symposium, a
major annual gathering of the
global space community,
brings together all sectors of
space; civil, commercial,
national security, new space
entrepreneurship, and finance,
to highlight accomplishments
and address opportunities and

issues facing the global space
community today. Themed
The Next Space Age, this year's program looks at major shifts in the economies,
philosophies, and mechanics of the global space industry. It is being held March 30 - April 2
at The Broadmoor Hotel in Colorado Springs.

The symposium offers
workshops, forums, panels
and presentations covering all
aspects of space, a number of
special dinners and luncheons
and presentation of several
prestigious space-related
awards, including the Space
Achievement Award. The
symposium also includes

extensive programs for
selected teachers and
students, a Space Career Fair, and the Boeing Exhibit Centers representing more than 140
organizations and companies. More than 7,500 registrants, guests, speakers, exhibitors, and
media representatives from around the world are expected to attend.

Co-sponsors of the symposium include Aerojet, The Aerospace Corporation, a.i. solutions,
Analytical Graphics, Inc., ATK, ARES Corporation, ASRC Federal, Ball Aerospace &
Technologies Corp., Boeing, Booz Allen Hamilton, Braxton Technologies, Cisco Systems,
Inc., Cobham, General Dynamics, Hitachi Consulting, Honeywell, IBM, Infinite Links,
Integral Systems, Inc., Intelsat General Corporation, International Space University, ITT,
The Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory, Landstar Carrier Group - Salt
Lake City, Utah, Lockheed Martin, The Mitre Corporation, Modern Technology Solutions,
Inc., New Mexico Space Grant, Northrop Grumman, Pikes Peak Workforce Center, Pratt &
Whitney Rocketdyne, Raytheon, Regis University, SAIC, SEAKR Engineering, Inc., SERCO,
Space Florida, SpaceX, Stellar Solutions, United Launch Alliance, United Space Alliance,
the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, and Webster University. Media partners




are Aviation Week, Defense Systems, Space News, and Via Satellite.

More information, including a program agenda, speaker list, and exhibitor list, are available at

Founded in 1983, the Space Foundation is an international nonprofit organization advancing
space-related endeavors to inspire, enable, and propel humanity. A leader in space awareness
activities, major industry events, and educational enterprises that bring space into the classroom,
the Space Foundation is headquartered in Colorado Springs, Colorado. It conducts research and
analysis and government affairs activities from its Washington, D.C., office and has field
representatives in Houston, Texas, and Cape Canaveral, Florida. In addition to the 25th National
Space Symposium, the Space Foundation, along with partnering organizations, will also conduct
Space Business Forum: New York on June 4, 2009, in New York, New York, and an event with
the United States Strategic Command this fall in Omaha, Nebraska.




